2008 NLCS

Northwoods Moose vs Montreal McGaffigans

In a playoff rematch from 2007, the Northwoods Moose once again faced the talented Montreal McGaffigans.   The Moose, humiliated by the sweep handed to them by the McGaffigans in the 2007 playoffs, wanted to “show better” this time.  
Game 1:

Hudson was pitching for the Moose and Penny for the McGaffigans - the #1 starters from each club.  Neither pitcher disappointed.  Hudson hurled 7.2 scoreless innings and Penny 5.2 scoreless.    Penny was lifted in the 6th when the Moose put men on the corners with two outs.  Heath Bell came in, walked the bases loaded and then got Francoeur to ground out.  He remained in until the 8th when he allowed a single, walk and hit batter.  Putz was summoned and promptly got Pronk to hit into a 3rd to Home to 1st double play.  Since when does Pronk try to go the other way?   Well, Upton was baffled and struck out.  End of threat.  Still 0-0.   Montreal had a chance in the bottom of the inning with runners on 1st and 2nd and Carlos Pena up.  The Moose called on Trever Miller and he did his job – strikeout.   In the 9th, the Moose thought they had finally caught a break.   Esteban German trying to make a play with one out threw the ball into the corner and Redmond was on 3rd.  The Moose called on Josh Fields to squeeze.  Fields?  Yes, Fields!!  He is surprisingly good at laying down the bunt.  Well, at least that is what his stats showed.  Pop up – double play.  Ouch!!    Well, feeling the momentum swinging, sent out K-Rod in hopes of quelling any such thoughts.  Yeah.  Walk.  Walk.  Walk.  Bases Loaded.  Exit K-Rod.  Jason Isringhausen was called upon.  Mr. 10.80 ERA so far in the playoffs.   The McGaffigan fans were on their feet.  It looked VERY promising for the home team who summoned Josh Phelps to pinch hit - strikeout.  German (nearly the goat) was now up with the chance at being the hero.   He hits an X-chance to Miguel Cabrera at 3rd – not good, not good at all.  Somehow, he makes the force at home!!   That brings up Marlon Anderson – whiff.  We go extra still deadlocked at 0-0.   Again in the 10th, things looked promising for the Moose.  Double by O-Dog and a walk to Drew.  But, Miggy, still smiling from his fantastic defensive play, grounds into a 6-4-3 twin killing.   The suddenly invincible Izzy mowed down the McGaffigans in the bottom of the inning.  In the 11th, Pronk finally did what we expected him to do, turn on the high cheese from Otsuka.  Homerun – 1-0 Moose.  Enter Jamie Walker - Upton and Francoeur single and in retaliation, Walker drills Redmond – bases loaded.  Benoit comes in, but gives up a sacrifice fly to Eric Chavez before getting a ground out and strikeout.  The Moose sent in Justin Speier to pitch.  After an out, David Wright singled, but Grady Sizemore hit into a double play to end it.  Moose win 2-0 in 11 innings.

Game 2:

This time Roy Oswalt was taking on Erik Bedard.  After two innings in the game, Oswalt exited having surrendered 5 runs on 6 hits and 2 walks.  It was ugly.  Montreal took out their frustrations from game 1.  Oh, did they ever!!   Here is how the 1st started – single, hit batter, single, walk, single, single, fly out and single - 5 runs.  That would have been enough for the win, but they added 5 more just to be safe. Sizemore went yard – a common occurrence and drove in 5 runs.   Bedard was unhittable – only allowing 4 hits in 7 innings while striking out 11.  It was a very easy win for the McGaffigans, or a very ugly loss for the Moose.  Either way, the series was all tied at 1 heading to the Northwoods.
Game 3:

Montreal entered game 3 with all the momentum and a crafty old veteran Greg Maddux on the mound.  The Moose countered with their up-and-coming ace – Cole Hamels.  Hamels entered the game having thrown two series clinchers and a 3-0 post-season record and 2.79 ERA.   The starters both labored for 5 innings – each throwing around 100 pitches before exiting.    Maddux didn’t get any help as the defense allowed 3 unearned runs while he was on the mound.   Hamels struggled also.  He gave up the long ball to Bonds in the 3rd and struggled with his control all game long.  But, he left with the lead after 5 tough innings – more than Oswalt gave the team!!  After 5 complete – Moose 5, McGaffigans 3.  The Moose bullpen came on, but were ineffective at first allowing two homeruns – a Sizemore blast in the 6th and a Kent solo shot in the 7th.  If not for the aggressive baserunning of the Moose, who stole 5 bases in the game, they would have coughed up the lead.    After the Kent shot, Trever Miller tried to continue on, but walked Pena and gave up a single to Sammy Sosa.  Yes, Sosa is still a factor!!   The Moose summoned K-Rod who induced a 4-6-3 end of the inning grounder.  End of 6 ½ innings, 6-5 Moose.  After pinch-hitting for K-Rod in the bottom of the 7th, the Moose called on Darren Oliver to preserve the one run lead.   After a strike out of Sizemore, he promptly served up singles to Phelps and Edgar Renteria.   In comes Izzy.  Can he deliver again?  Bonds – strikeout.   Wright – strikeout.   Yes!!  In bottom of 8th, J.J. Putz enters. Hanley Ramirez walks, steals 2nd and after a passed ball is on 3rd with no outs and the Moose still clinging to a 6-5 lead.   But, Putz shows his worth!!  Drew – strikeout.  Cabrera – whiff.  Pronk – sit down!!  Putz remains untouchable – for now.  Izzy heads back out of the 9th and retires the side 1-2-3.   Hamels had his 4th postseason win and the Moose now lead the series 2-1.   
Game 4:

Montreal, needing a win, sent Penny back out on 3 days rest.  He did not disappoint.  The Moose countered with Ben Sheets.   And, Sheets after a shaky first in which he allowed 1 run, countered effectively.   Neither team did much until the 7th.    With a 1-0 lead, Renteria doubled to lead off the 7th for the McGaffigans.  Sheets stayed on to get Sizemore, but left for Justin Speier.  Timo Perez was summoned and delivered run scoring single and David Wright followed with a 2-run bomb.  All of a sudden, Montreal led 4-0.  The silver lining – Penny had been lifted for Perez.  Two outings for Penny – no runs allowed!!  In comes Otsuka.  After a Chavez strikeout, Hanley walked and O-Dog singled.  Then, trying to rev up the home crowd, they pulled off a double steal, despite being watched closely at 2nd.   It didn’t matter – Drew walked.  Otsuka out – Heath Bell in.  Cabrera, 2-15 so far in the series, delivered a 2-run single. Hafner followed with another run scoring single.  Once again, it was a 1 run game.  But, Bell settled down and got Upton to strikeout and Francoeur to ground out.  The Moose summoned Oliver again.  Not good.  Not good at all!!   Kent singled and a batter later, BOOM.  Edgar Renteria takes him out to dead center.  This was a massive shot if you were watching the game.  It was at least 20 rows up in the centerfield bleachers.  That was it.  Bell was in a groove and pitched around a hit batter to start the 8th and a walk with 2 outs in the 9th to complete the win for the McGaffigans.  The series was even again at 2-2.  Once again, the McGaffigans had shown their clout.  They now had 5 round trippers in the series to the Moose’s 1 and were getting in a groove.   It didn’t help that the weather in the Northwoods was unseasonably warm and that the ball was carrying!!   The Moose faithful had hoped for snow, but received 70s and sunshine.  

Game 5:

The weather quickly changed, as it usually does in the fall in the Northwoods.  Would this help keep the ball in the park?  The hometown fans hoped so.  Rich Hill was making his 1st appearance in the series against the $6.7 Million ace of the Moose – Tim Hudson.  The McGaffigans were hoping Hill could pitch well enough to get them to the bullpen.  The Moose hoped for another dominating performance by Hudson.  Early on, things looked good for the Moose.  They knocked singles all around the park in the 2nd inning plating 3 runs, but could have had more.  Lastings Milledge hit into a double play with the bases loaded.  In the 3rd, the Moose scored another run, but again let the bases loaded.  This would hurt – really bad!!   Hudson, still on a role, and thinking he was invincible challenged Carlos Pena and Barry Bonds with fastballs.  Good bye – squared.  Moose lead cut in half – 4-2.   The Moose countered in the 5th.  Fields (2-run) and Pronk hit back-to-back homeruns.   The Moose had a comfortable lead 7-2 with Hudson still pitching well, or so it seemed.    Top of the 6th turned out to be a nightmare on Bullwinkle Avenue.  Hudson started off getting Pena to ground out.  But, he gave up a single to Bonds and then Wright and boom – Sizemore hit another homerun – 7-5.  As the manager belly-moaned, his young assistant (and son), Ben came over to console him.  But, his other assistant (a bit older son) simply said, you can’t help it, Sizemore is just too good of player.  Great!!  One of my coaches is throwing in the towel.  Needless to say, the troops felt this and it certainly didn’t help with the motivation speech to Hudson.  Hudson, it appeared, had shrugged off the shot by getting Kent to ground out.  Nope.  Renteria – single, Ward – single.  After a visit to the mound, Hudson stayed on.  He looked at the manager and said he still felt good.  Yep.  He hung one for Granderson – pow!!   Another 3-run shot.    At this point, the Northwoods Moose manager was livid with Hudson.  I think he even said – you created the mess – you finish it!!  Well, that didn’t work so well.  Posada – single.  Pena – single.  Bonds – walk.   That was it.  He had to come out.  David Weathers entered to get David Wright to fly out.  The McGaffigans had quite the inning – 6 singles, 1 walk and 2 3-run homeruns – all charged to the supposed $6.7 Million ace of the Moose.  Montreal 8-7   The Moose, dejected, received a motivational pep talk from their young assistant.  His words – “It’s only the 6th”.    He then left.  Where did he go?  Not sure, but I can say he wasn’t in the locker room getting tanked.   After two strikeouts in the bottom of the 6th, Upton doubled and later scored on a Josh Fields single.   All tied again – 8-8.    It would remain this way, without anyone reaching base, until the top of the 9th.  With one out, Barry Bonds took K-Rod yard.   9-8 Montreal.   And, of course, J.J. Putz was on the mound – whiffing the side in the 8th.  The Moose were able to get runners on 1st and 2nd with 2 outs in the bottom of the 9th, but Mike Redmond hit a fly ball to center to end the game.   Montreal had the advantage 3-2 and heading home.  Northwoods, looking strong and ahead by 5 midway through Game 5, had to take a plane knowing that things could have been much better.
Game 6:

Would this be the series clincher for the McGaffigans?  Could the Moose survive to play another day.  Fortunately, this was a day game; otherwise, the kids would have been in bed long before the ending.   The Moose sent Roy Oswalt to the mound hoping to get a good performance from him, unlike his previous outing.  The McGaffigans countered with Erik Bedard.  Bedard handcuffed the Moose in game 2.    The game started well for the Moose – two singled and three walks and two runs in the first.   But, once again, they left the bases loaded.  This would cost them as they only would get 1 hit in the next 5 innings.   Oswalt was very good through 5 innings – not giving up a run.  But, that ended in the 6th.  Carlos Pena delivered a bomb.  The Moose lead was cut in half – 2-1.   In the top of the 7th, Hanley singled off Heath Bell, who had just entered.  After stealing 2nd, J.D. Drew delivered an infield single.   However, Bell was able to get Upton to strikeout and Cabrera to ground to 3rd.  Ramirez couldn’t score as Wright was playing in.  After a Chavez walk, Pronk whiffed.    K-Rod entered for the Moose.  After a leadoff single by Sizemore, he retired the next two hitters.  But, Ward walked and Granderson singled and scored Grady, tying the game at 2-2.  Putz was in for the McGaffigans.  And once again, the Moose went down 1-2-3.   Trever Miller entered for the Moose to face Pena and Bonds.  It didn’t turn out well.  Pena walked and Bonds reached on an error by Hanley.  Izzy entered in a double switch along with LoDuca.  The magic seemed to continue.  Wright lined into a double play.  But, the magic disappeared for Izzy.  Sizemore launched a rocket into the seats to give the McGaffigans a 4-2 lead and it appeared the series.  The Moose had a chance as the top of the order was due in the top of the 9th, but Putz was on the mound.  Hanley walked to start it off, but Drew hit a fly ball and Upton struck out.  That left it up to Cabrera – who seemed to be coming out of his funk.  The Moose needed a big hit.  Cabrera delivered a 2-run, 2-out game-tying HR to save the season for the Moose – 4-4.  The McGaffigan faithful were shocked.  The Moose faithful had hope.  And, they weren’t done it appeared.   LoDuca singled.  Pronk walked.  But, O-Dog grounded out.  The bottom of the 9th started with a fly out by Renteria.  Ramon Castro pinch hit and delivered a single.   Greg Maddux entered as a pinch runner and promptly stole 2nd.  Yes, Greg Maddux!!  LoDuca sailed the ball into center on top of it all – exactly why he hasn’t been seeing any playing time.   Why he threw the ball is still unknown.  With a  runner on 3rd, Izzy reached back and struckout Granderson.  After walking Posada, Izzy was able to get Pena swinging.  The Moose survived the 9th.   To the 10th and Otsuka on the mound.  With one out, Francoeur doubled, Ramirez walked and Drew delivered a go-ahead single.   Jamie Walker entered.  Upton hit a fly ball and Hanley was able to beat the throw – 6-4 Moose.   That’s what it would be entering the bottom half of the 10th.   First pitch from Justin Speier – homerun Barry Bonds.  After a Wright groundout, Sizemore walked.  Enter David Weathers.  Sizemore stole second and then went to third on a wild pitch.  The Moose missed Redmond.  Timo Perez then delivered a pinch-hit single – tie game 6-6.   Perez then stole 2nd.   Surprise, surprise. Fortunately for the Moose faithful and unfortunately for the McGaffigans, Renteria and Phelps hit cans of corn to the outfield.   The 11th began with Joaquin Benoit in the game – Montreal’s last pitcher.   He allowed a walk, but faced the minimum.  In the bottom, Posada hit a single and reached second on a Hanley error against David Weathers.  Pena hit a fly ball.  Northwoods, tired of facing Bonds, intentionally walked him.  Weathers took on Wright and won – striking him out on 3 pitches.  Another good inning for Benoit in the 12th - a single and 3 strikeouts.  The bottom of the inning was eventful.  Sizemore led off with a single off Darren Oliver.  He took off for second and again LoDuca airmailed it.  What a catcher!!   It is no exaggeration to say he was horrible.  So, a runner on 3rd no outs and Sammy Sosa pinch hitting.  The manager for the Moose looked at the lineup card for Montreal and noticed that they had no pitchers left that could pitch.  None!!  And, the McGaffigans pitchers spot was in the hole.  So, the Moose did the unthinkable.  They intentionally walked Sosa and then Renteria to fill the bases.  The reasoning was to face the pitcher and get one out and go from there.  It worked.  Benoit struck out.   Next up was Easley – strikeout.  Could the Moose survive to play another inning?  Yes – Posada lined out.  The next three innings went quickly with very little offense.   Benoit was tiring and Oliver had been lifted for Linebrink.  Who would have thought that these two pitchers would be the ones determining the outcome of the game? In the 16th, Benoit’s arm finally gave way.  He retired Hafner to start the inning, but O-Dog followed with a single.  Linebrink sacrified him to 2nd.  Francoeur followed with a go-ahead double.  Hanley was walked intentionally.  Drew followed with a single – 8-6.  Upton walked.  Cabrera, the team’s MVP and arguably more valuable to his team than the NL MVP, smacked a 2-run double - 10-6.   Linebrink held on in the bottom of the inning to give the Moose an amazing, come-from-behind win.  If not for Miggy’s game-tying 2-run HR in the 9th, the series was over.  Each team had many chances to win, but could not push across the winner.  In the end, Benoit, and his 108 pitches in relief, became too tired to get the outs needed to continue on.  But, he did pitch 5 awesome innings prior to that point.

Game 7:
How do you follow up Game 6?  Well, it wouldn’t be easy, but each team was sending their playoff-best started to the mound.  Montreal sent Penny to the mound – the guy that hadn’t allowed a run in the series.  And his opponent?  Cole Hamels - the Moose big game stopper.  The winner of the last two game 7s for the Moose.   Something would have to give.   The game started as expected with 6 up and 6 down for each team.  Then, in the top of the 3rd, Jeff Francoeur, the dog house relegated Jeff Francoeur, hit a bomb to left center.  The Moose had a 1-0 lead.   It stayed this way until the bottom of the 4th when Jorge Posada delivered a game-tying single.  After 4 innings, the game was knotted at 1-1.  The game stayed this way, but Penny was removed for a pinch hitter in the bottom of the 5th.  Was this the break the Moose needed?  Heck, they only mustered 1 run off of Penny in 16.2 innings.   Heath Bell entered in the top of the 6th for the McGaffigans and retired the Moose 1-2-3 with 2 strikeouts.  Hamels matched him with a 1-2-3 inning and two whiffs of his own.  In the 7th, J.D. Drew delivered a double to start the inning.  Miggy, Mr. Clutch, delivered the go ahead single.  The Moose were up 2-1.  That’s all they would get that inning.  In the bottom of the inning, Hamels retired the first two guys, but allowed singles to Renteria and Bonds.  The Moose manager contemplated bringing in a reliever, and a double switch as Hamels was up first the next inning.  What made sense was to swap catcher and pitcher spots.  However, there was NO WAY LoDuca was getting back on that field.  Hamels was up for the task – though a little tired – getting David Wright to fly out.  The Moose failed to get insurance runs off Otsuka in the 8th.   K-Rod entered for the Moose in the bottom.  After two fly outs by Granderson and Pena, Castro delivered a pinch-hit single.  He stole second.  Posada was then intentionally walked and Trever Miller entered the game to face Sizemore – the player that was killing the Moose with big hits.  Instead, the McGaffigans pinch-hit Easley.   Miller induced a ground out and the Moose still held a 2-1 lead.  Putz mowed down the Moose in the 9th.  It was up to Izzy to hold the lead in the bottom of the 9th.   Would it be the Izzy from this series?  Or, would it be the Izzy with the 10.60 ERA entering the series?  Timo Perez led off with a pinch-hit double.   Next was Renteria.  Bench was checked.  No change.  Renteria swings – strike out.  Up next, Bonds!!  The Moose wanted nothing to do with him.  He had delivered in the 9th in game 6.   Bonds – walked intentionally.   Next up, David Wright – strike out.  Could Izzy hang on?   The McGaffigans checked their bench.  Stay with Granderson or pinch hit?   Going with Granderson – strike out.   The Moose win 2-1.  Hamels wins his 3rd series deciding game with another gutsy performance.
Series Summary:

This was the type of series that is hard to describe.  It was SO much fun.  And. it had you on the edge of your seat right away.   I am pleased that my team came out on top, but if I had lost, I would have been nearly as happy.  Both teams pinch-hit, used matchups, and managed the crap out of each and every game.  And, each game, except game 2, was a thriller.  We played for nearly 4 hours and it seemed like 20 minutes.  Normally, when I play a series and it takes 4 hours, I start getting bored and want it over – either way.  This was the first time I can say that it would have been run to play a best of 9 or best of 11.  This was definitely the most exciting and fun playoff series I have every played.  I only wish I was able to record this as it was played.  It would be fun to get to watch it again.  Montreal’s team was definitely a monster.   Congratulations on a great season Jonah.  Unfortunately, someone had to lose.
